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Consumers Call on FERC to Drop Right of First Refusal From Its Proposed Rule On Regional Transmission
Planning and Enforce Order 1000 Ahead of FERC Decision.

WASHINGTON - Electricity inflation continued to increase in January 2024 putting further financial
pressure on consumers across the country even as headline inflation slows. Electricity inflation increased
by 1.2% on a monthly basis, and 3.8% over the last 12 months. This compares to increases in the CPI of
0.3% and 3.1% in the last month and year respectively.

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission is poised to finalize its rule on transmission planning this
spring, which will shape the future of the grid and embracing competition is key to tackling electricity
inflation.

In a statement, Paul Cicio, Chair of the Electricity Transmission Competition Coalition, said: “Electricity
inflation continues to escalate, driven by increases in electricity transmission rate increases. and it will
continue to do so unless FERC embraces its Order 1000, a decade old regulation that was to usher in an
era of transmission competition. Instead, FERC’s transmission NOPR backs away from competition and
the lower rates it provides.”

Competitively bid electricity transmission projects have been shown to reduce costs to consumers by up
to 40 percent according to The Brattle Group — assuming a conservative estimate, if only 33% of new
transmission projects were competitively bid and there is an average cost savings of 40%, ratepayers
could save an estimated $277 billion. If all new transmission projects were competitively bid at an
average cost savings of 40%, ratepayers could save an estimated $840 billion by 2050.

Read more about the benefits of transmission competition in ETCC’s comprehensive report.
About the Electricity Transmission Competition Coalition
The Electricity Transmission Competition Coalition (ETCC) is a broad-based, nation-wide coalition

committed to increasing competition in America’s electricity transmission infrastructure. We advocate
for common-sense policies and solutions that result in competitively priced transmission projects, which


https://electricitytransmissioncompetitioncoalition.org/report-fercs-277-billion-electricity-price-hike/

reduce energy costs for all ratepayers — from large manufacturers to residential consumers. The ETCC
represents a diverse group of 93 companies and organizations from all 50 states, including
manufacturing groups, retail electric consumers, state consumer advocates, think tanks, and non-
incumbent transmission developers.

Press Contact:
Julian Graham
igraham@signaldc.com



mailto:jgraham@signaldc.com

