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MANUFACTURERS ENCOURAGE CONGRESS TO HOLD OVERSIGHT HEARING ON
SECURITY OF NATURAL GAS PIPELINES
WASHINGTON, DC – The Industrial Energy Consumers of America sent a letter to the
U.S. Senate and House of Representatives today on the security of natural gas pipelines.
So much is resting on the reliability of natural gas pipelines, we cannot help but
be concerned that the cyber and physical security requirements under the
Transportation Security Administration (TSA) are voluntary, not mandatory. This
is in stark contrast to the electric grid where the North American Electric
Reliability Corporation (NERC) has set mandatory standards that are enforced to
secure the reliability of the nation’s electric grid. Natural gas pipelines are the
weak link in U.S. national energy security.
TSA has the authority to promulgate mandatory security regulations and has not
done so, and the voluntary standards are not enforced. News reports cite that
the TSA has only six full-time people assigned to oversee over 300,000 miles of
natural gas pipeline. These statistics do not give us confidence that there is
adequate security.
For these reasons, we encourage the Senate and House Committees of
jurisdiction to conduct an oversight hearing on this matter and, if necessary, take
appropriate action to ensure that Congress has done all that is reasonable and
cost-effective to ensure the security of natural gas pipelines.

The Industrial Energy Consumers of America is a nonpartisan association of leading manufacturing
companies with $1.0 trillion in annual sales, over 3,700 facilities nationwide, and with more than 1.7
million employees worldwide. It is an organization created to promote the interests of manufacturing
companies through advocacy and collaboration for which the availability, use and cost of energy, power or
feedstock play a significant role in their ability to compete in domestic and world markets. IECA
membership represents a diverse set of industries including: chemicals, plastics, steel, iron ore, aluminum,
paper, food processing, fertilizer, insulation, glass, industrial gases, pharmaceutical, building products,
automotive, brewing, independent oil refining, and cement.

